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Dearest Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

This is an exciting time to be a part of Absecon Presbyterian Church! It’s so exciting 
I’ve written a long letter here to keep you informed. Please take the time to read to 
the end. I think you’ll be glad you did. 

Over the past year, you have been a witness to some great things here. Sunday 
attendance is up by more than 5 percent! New neighbors have come to experience 
the love of God in your church and have become part of the family as integral 
volunteers for congregational events, special projects and church programming. 

Youth programming, especially your after-school programs and the summer camp have given close to 100 
young people a direct encounter with the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

I believe the Holy Spirit is showing us a wave of revival and we are being called to reach the lost in your 
communities in new ways, because God has expectations for Absecon Presbyterian Church. God is calling 
you to share in the work that Christ has done on the cross to redeem the world, by living and speaking 
with the power of the Resurrection in a way that demonstrates God’s love for others to join in your 
calling and be part of Christ’s Church. 

And so, to ride this wave of revival and answer God’s call, your Session, Trustees, Deacons and I, your 
pastor – ordained by God and elected by you – have taken some bold steps to prepare this church for 
growth and an exciting future. These leaders have been reviewing the operations of the church and will 
continue evaluating every level of ministry here to both meet your needs as the current members of 
this church, and the needs of the members yet to come, for whom we are praying as a church.  

Some of the changes include: 

• New Worship Time: 10:30 a.m. Main Service (Starting Sept. 8) – This service will be the same as it 
is now at 10 a.m., featuring interactive prayer, a chancel choir, special music, and more! Van 
service will still be available for those who need it, with pickup in time to participate in the Sunday 
breakfast program, which will now be from 9:30 to 10:15. Sunday school will again be during the 
worship service, starting after the youth sermon for children in grades Pre-K-6. 

• New Worship Service: 9 a.m. (Starting at some point in October) – A new service will be added to 
allow for volunteers working in Sunday School or nursery during the main service to be fed by the 
Word of God. This service will have the same sermon, but its own liturgy that will not include 
special music. This service is geared toward volunteers, but open to all who might enjoy the 
different time slot and worship style. 

• New Third Monday FREE Fellowship Lunch (Starting Sept. 16) – Beginning at NOON on Sept. 16, I 
will lead a monthly lunch and devotional series on the Third Monday of each month, similar to the 
former Evergreens and 2nd Monday Lunch programs, which I hope will grow to include activities 
and speakers at no cost. (Lisa Whitaker will speak in December!) With Lunch Bunch in the first 
week of the month, and this new program in the third, the intent is to provide additional 
fellowship and spiritual growth opportunities for our long-time members. 

• New Weekday Communion Service (Starting Sept. 16) – Also on every third Monday, a brief 
communion service will be held at 11:30 a.m. to give our members an additional opportunity to 
engage in this holy sacrament. This idea was suggested by members who cannot attend a Sunday 
service, but could make something shorter, with fewer people during the week. Van service will be 
available for this service and will return after lunch. 
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• Pastoral Associate for Youth Ministry – The new Youth Pastor Daniel Velez-Acevedo started on 
July 15 and has been a tremendous asset to the church already, filling in to preach while I was 
away, and connecting not only with the young people but their families as well. Please continue to 
pray for Daniel in this Ministry and for the young people who your church is reaching for Christ to 
be the future of this church. 

The Holy Spirit is at work here, molding this historic church to continue God’s work of reconciliation in 
your community. This church has a great history and all the commitment and dedication of generations 
past, has positioned this church for a bright future to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ among your 
friends and neighbors.  

These changes are based on your input – our current membership, whose ideas, concerns and thoughts 
about programming and the future of the church always receive prayerful consideration and are tested 
against the most reliable research available on best practices for churches. They are intended to meet 
the needs of a faithful and growing congregation, to step out in faith as the great heroes of the faith have 
done before us. Christ’s church will last forever and usher in the fullness of the Kingdom of God, but 
individual churches come and go, depending on how they respond to changing times and the will of God.  

I hope you will pray for your church and give your time, talent and treasure to support these changes. I 
believe this area needs this church, as far too many of our friends and neighbors do not have a church 
community where they can know the love of Jesus in their lives. So, I pray for your continued support 
and guidance, as we step out together to make sure Absecon Presbyterian Church continues in its role 
as part of God’s Universal Church on earth. 

In the Grace and Peace of Christ Jesus our Lord, 
Pastor Drew 

 

                                September News from Christian Education 
                                                   By Priscilla Schultheis 

An Important Upcoming Meeting 
for Christian Ed Committee 
members and all youth volunteers 
will take place in Madden Hall on 
Wednesday, September 4, from 

5:30p to 7:00p. This mandatory meeting will start 
with dinner and training of important safety 
procedures when working with youth in this day 
and age. This meeting will be conducted by Pastor 
Drew and Pastor Daniel. Please make every effort 
to be there. If attending this meeting is impossible, 
contact Pastor Drew to make other arrangements 
to receive this training. 

Some really major events have taken place this 
summer!  

Daniel Velez, our pastoral associate for youth 
ministry, arrived in early July and was immediately 
immersed in final preparations for summer camp. 

He not only joined all the Jr Counselors and key 
adult volunteers during our training with the Camp 
Johnsonburg staff but contributed to the training 
session by reaffirming our goals and purpose as 
Christians called to serve others. During camp, 
Pastor Daniel was with us every day in the thick of 
all activities. He participated in the Jr Counselor 
Bible studies and took the time to get to know as 
many youth and adults as possible. He’s a 
professional percussionist, and we were able to 
hear some of that during music time. I can’t wait to 
hear him play guitar. Since then, Daniel has been 
responsible for the Jr Sermons each week during 
worship. Now he is working closely with Pastor 
Drew, Gay Channell, Tina Harvey, and myself to get 
ready for our fall programs. We are blessed to have 
Daniel! 
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Summer Camp was an amazing week. We had 64 
campers, 18 junior counselors, 12 adult volunteers, 
and 5 staff members from Camp Johnsonburg. Each 
day included a special event like T- shirt tie dying or 
Water Day with the giant slide, slip and slide, and 2 
small inflatable pools. Other days included a field 
trip to ACUA Recycling Center, King Pin Bowling 
Alley, or Birch Grove Park.  It took 2 church vans 
and 5 additional vehicles to transport everyone 
there and back. When campers were not doing one 
of those special events, they were rotating 
between 3 activities that included a game, a craft, 
and an extended Bible lesson activity at the church. 
We enjoyed a morning snack, afternoon snack, and 
lunch in between. Lunch and snacks prepared daily 
by Leo Ransone, Joy Duke, Janet Gee, Maria 
Carreno, and several Jr counselors, were served 
family style in Madden Hall. Each day after lunch, 
we learned the moves to an energizer song to get 
us up and going again. The five staff members, who 
stayed at my house, did an outstanding job leading 
the kids and Jr Counselors in Bible lessons and 
other activities at the church. The adult volunteers 
and Jr Counselors put their heart and soul into their 
roles, and we could not have hoped for better. We 
enjoyed a Social on Thursday evening to share 
program highlights with families that were able to 
attend. The week came and went so fast. It was sad 
to see everyone go. However, after a week of such 
high energy, we did look forward to some rest.  

Sunday School, which will now take place 
concurrently with the worship service, is preparing 
for an exciting kick off on Sunday, September 8th on 
a day known as Rally Day. Tina Harvey, our Sunday 
School Coordinator, is working diligently to ensure 
that children and youth will hear the word and 
know stories from the Bible. She is busy 
establishing volunteer teachers and alternating 
teacher’s aides. Pastor Drew found the perfect 
song for us, and JoAnn Sabo is hard at work putting 
together choreography for the music. We are 
excited that the Sunday School is growing again. 
This year there will be 3 classes that will begin after 
the youth sermon for ages PreK-K, grades 1-3, and 
grades 4-6. We may invite some of our 7th graders 
to participate here as well. 8th graders and older 
will remain in the sanctuary and participate in the 

worship service often. They will receive their Bible 
study lessons on Wednesday evenings at youth 
group. If you know a family with children in your 
neighborhood, we would love for you invite them 
to our church and Sunday School on Sunday 
morning. 

King of Kings will begin its program on Tuesday, 
September 17, 2019.  The program will operate for 
30 weeks over the course of the year on Tuesdays 
from 4:30 -7:00 pm. This program is open to 
children between K and grade 4, although we will 
include 5 year-old preschoolers as well as 5th 
graders if Tuesday is a better night for their 
families. King of Kings offers singing, two 
recreational activities, dinner, a Bible lesson with 
activity to with it, and dessert. In addition to our 
activities at the church, we plan to attend a hayride 
at a pumpkin patch in October, enjoy the model 
trains around Christmas, roller skate in February, 
and bowl in March with Pennies 4 pins. We will 
participate in the Christmas play, Birthday party for 
Jesus, and go Christmas caroling at Absecon 
Manor. In the spring, we will participate in the 
Easter drama and Easter egg hunt.  

Our program depends on volunteers for activities 
and meals. There are at least a dozen adults 
helping with this program each week along with 8-
10 Jr Counselors. Attending children is usually in 
the high 30’s so our total number of participants is 
often in the high 40’s to 50’s. This year, because 
the numbers are so high, we will ask families to 
supply desserts while the church will provide the 
meals.  

Rock Solid will begin its program on Wednesday, 
September 18, 2019 and will be open to students in 
grades 5-8. It will include singing, a Bible lesson 
with activity, dinner, recreational activity, and 
meeting to plan mission projects and outings. A 
cabinet will be elected to begin the process of 
assuming responsibility. This program will meet on 
the same night at the same time (4:45p-7:15p) as 
our senior youth group, but only the singing and 
dinner will be merged. All other activities are 
restricted to the age group. This group will 
participate in the M&M fundraiser in the fall along 
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with the Senior Youth and will split the donations 
equally.  

This program is mostly run by volunteers, but 
Pastor Drew and Pastor Daniel will lead the Bible 
studies. Activities will include Crafts by Jenifer 
Rodriguez, Sight and Sound Engineering by Franklin 
Nale; and Floor Games n Game Room by Bud 
Burgess. Desserts will be provided by families while 
the church will provide the meals. It is quite 
possible that we will have as many as 20 
participants in this program. 

Senior Youth Group will decide on its official name 
and will also begin its program on Wednesday, 
September 18, 2019. It will be open to students in 
grades 9-12, and will include singing, a Bible lesson 
with activity, dinner, recreational activity, and 
meeting to plan mission projects and outings. 
Activities at the church will include Home Crafts by 
Ann Wallace, Betty Price, and Maria Carreno; Sight 
and Sound Engineering by Franklin Nale, Band by 
Jackson Harvey and leading adult, and Floor Games 
n Game Room by Bud Burgess. This program will 
meet on the same night at the same time (4:45p-
7:15p) as our Rock Solid Youth Group, but only the 
singing and dinner will be merged. Activities and 
Bible Study are restricted to the age group. A 
cabinet will be elected to continue the process of 
assuming responsibility and planning youth group 
events.  This group will participate in the M&M 
fundraiser in the fall along with the Rock Solid 
Youth Group and will split the donations equally. It 
is also possible that there will be as  many as 20 

participants in this group.  Desserts will be 
provided by families while the church provides the 
meals. Between the two youth groups meeting on 
Wednesday nights, it is possible there will be 40 or 
so teenagers and a dozen volunteers breaking 
bread together.  

Adult Bible Study Leo Ransone will continue his 
Bible study on Wednesday evenings but with a new 
time from 7:30-8:30 pm. Come join the group for 
some adult fellowship and faith building. 

The Women’s Circles are still going strong thanks 
to the leadership of Gerry Reedell. Talk to Gerry to 
get more details. Both groups are happy to have 
new people join. All women are welcome to be 
part of a circle. The Ruth Circle meets the first 
Fridays of every month at 11 am at the home of 
Betsy Cunius. The Martha Circle meets the 2nd 
Thursdays of every month at 10 am at the home of 
Gerry Reedell. Come out and join this awesome 
bunch!!! 

New Ideas We still love to hear them. 

Church Growth happens when you invite your 
friends and neighbors. 

Our next Christian Ed Committee meeting will take 
place on September 4, 2019 from 5:30-7:00 pm. 
This meeting is mandatory for all Christian Ed 
Committee members and youth volunteers who 
work with nursery, Sunday school, and Youth 
groups. Together we make a difference. 

 

Hey Daniel, What’s Up In Youth?! 

Hello APC! Since arriving to APC it has been not stop Youth Ministry and I love it! We 
had an amazing Summer Camp where children and youth learned about God’s peace 
and how to be agents of peace in a world that needs it. Thank you to all the volunteers, 
teachers, drivers and Jr. Counselors! We appreciate you and your work. Because of you 
Peace Works Summer Camp was a total success. However, it does not stop there. I have 
been blessed to work with and learn from Priscilla, Tina and Pastor Drew. We have been 

working  nonstop on Rally Day, Sunday School, the Youth After School Program and many other events. But we 
cannot do it alone and we need your help! If you would like to help in the Youth Ministry please email me 
at youthapc@comcast.net or let me know in person! I would love to have coffee with you and know the gifts 
and talents God has placed in you!  

 

mailto:youthapc@comcast.net
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Women’s Circles 

Now that our summer break is over, we will continue this year's Bible study: "God's 
Promise: I am With You." In our September study we will see that the Israelites are no 
longer living in Judea because they have been taken prisoner and are living in exile. Even 
during this troubled time God keeps God's promise to be with them. 

The Ruth circle will meet on Friday, September 6th at the home of Betsy Cunius. Don't forget we have changed 
our time of meeting to 11:00 a.m. The Martha Circle will meet at the home of Gerry Reedell on Thursday, 
September 12th at 10:00 a.m. All women of the church are encouraged to attend the circle of your choice. We 
will be happy to see you and you will be warmly welcomed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Thank You, Church! 
To everyone who sent cards: Your sympathy cards were so kind and much appreciated. 
Also, thank you to the Deacons for the nice fruit basket. It was very much appreciated. 

Thank you for your prayers and thoughts. Mom really enjoyed being with everyone at 
church. 

Robert Champion 

* * * * 

Dear Friends, 

The Burgess family wishes to thank you for your cards, kind words and caring during this 
difficult time for the sudden loss of Naida’s mother. 

With gratitude, 
Naida and family 

* * * * 

To Pastor Drew & everyone at the church – 

Speaking for my whole family, I want to thank you for your support at this difficult time. 
Dad’s service was perfection. I can’t imagine what we would have done without your 
wise & loving council. We are forever grateful. 

Lee Steele 
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Mission/Evangelism Update 

 Bakely House 
Our mission house on School Street has been re-purposed. After being used for so 
many years as an interim home for families in need, Session decided, after Pastor’s 
recommendation, to rededicate the house as a way to improve the youth education 
programs for our church by housing a youth pastor and family. 

 Community Outreach 
We are still engaged in one of the projects that were started in 2018. That project, helping a young homeless 
family become financially self-sustaining, is winding down now. The committee will consider a new emphasis 
on local community outreach at our next meeting. Having learned a lot about the needs of the homeless and 
distressed in our area, and about one church’s inability to adequately address those needs, we will look at 
ways to take part in a larger network, joining hands with other local churches, charities, and government 
agencies. There is a lot left to learn, and a lot of work to do, but we have an inspiring vision to move us 
forward. You will read more about our progress in this next month. 

 Loaves and Fishes 
Hopefully you all know something at least about this initiative, which specifically is a series of dinner meetings 
at our church aimed at bringing people in need together with people and groups who offer solutions. The 
committee will seek ways to advance this initiative and to use it as a springboard to help our church be a 
community leader in joint local mission activity as mentioned in “Community Outreach” above. All church 
members are encouraged to participate in this outreach program. 

In His service, Leo Ransone, Chair 
 
News from the Deacons  

September  

What an amazing summer for our church family, so many new and exciting things coming our way starting this 
month. We praise God for all things!  

Deacons wish to thank you (yes, you) from our hearts for your monetary donations as we are solely funded by 
you. Thank You! Our Deacons are Vic Abelson, Jaqueline Bhatti, Naida Burgess, Betsy Eberhard, Barbara 
Hughes, Loretta Metz, Karen Muldoon, Alice Smith, and Debora Wong. 

Communion may be received by anyone who has been baptized and believes in Jesus Christ as their Lord and 
Savior. We invite you to share the feast of Communion on September 15. Setting the communion table for 
September will be Betsy Eberhard and Naida Burgess. Deacon of the month for September is Naida Burgess. 
We celebrate the body of Christ with bread and the blood of Christ with grape juice. Some Deacons are now 
taking Communion to homebound members, if you would like a Deacon to bring Communion to you please let 
us know. 

Thank you for your continued donations to the Food Bank of South Jersey. Please continue to bring in items 
during the fall months. The Food Bank also takes laundry detergent and disposable baby diapers. Thank you 
for your kindness as your donations are so important.   

Deacon’s next meeting TBA.   

We are so BLESSED and know that through Jesus all things are possible. 
Amen and Amen.  

In Christian service and love, 
Naida Burgess, Moderator, Karen Muldoon, Vice Moderator 
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Gathering, Celebrating and Creating 

It’s September already - so hard to believe the summer is winding down and we are all 
gearing up for the new season ahead. Some are gathering school supplies, others are 
celebrating that it is football season and still others are creating lesson plans, fall schedules 
and so much more. I have always loved the fresh start that September brings. As you read 
this, I will be gathering together our European Discipleship Training School Team. We meet 

every 12-18 months to pray together and make plans to serve the more than 100 schools across Europe. We 
will meet in Northern Italy, gathering in an ancient monastery and joining up with a small team that is 
pioneering a new location for YWAM. It is always exciting to come alongside those who are beginning a new 
ministry, praying with them and encouraging them in the new venture! 

Immediately following those meetings, I will be traveling to Switzerland to celebrate with hundreds of others 
as we mark the 50th anniversary of our Discipleship Training Schools. The very first school was held in 
Switzerland in 1969. It is amazing how this vision to see young people trained and sent out to serve and share 
the love of God has multiplied to 162 nations with more than 25,000 students per year worldwide. It will truly 
be a celebration as we mark the past years and look to the future to see how God will continue to lead us in 
training and serving the world.  

I then will return to Italy, traveling to Assisi, Norcia and Subioca. These towns are where both St. Francis and 
St. Benedict lived and ministered. As I continue to staff a Master’s Program in Christian Formation and 
Discipleship, one of my roles is to create educational opportunities for the students as they learn about 
Christian History. I get the amazing privilege of creating on-site educational retreats/seminars. So, myself and 
a friend will be traveling together to do the groundwork for one of these onsite opportunities. Gathering, 
Celebrating and Creating - that is what I am up to this month and would appreciate your prayers as I go. Along 
the way, God continually brings surprise encounters and many opportunities to invest in lives, share His love 
and encourage people along the way.  

Thank you for your support and prayers, 
Lisa 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carol Kleiner’s upright piano needs a 

new home. If you or someone you 

know is interested please see Diane. 
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                                                     Serving in September

Lay Assistants 
01 To Be Announced 
08 Anna Mae Werner 
15 Jackie Bhatti 
22 Priscilla Schultheis 
29 To Be Announced 

Head Ushers 
01 Betty Lloyd & Mary Bew 
08 Elaine Risley & Jo-ann Weller 
15 Betty Lloyd & Mary Bew 
22 Bill & Dorie Keener 
29 To Be Announced 

Offering 
01 Joan Nale & Franklin Nale 
08 Jack & Dee Heil 
15 Nancy Sooy & Diane Kleiner 
22 Ann Wallace & Betty Price 
29 TBA 

Acolyte 
08 To Be Announced 
15  
22  
29  

Deacon of the Month 
Naida Burgess 

Nursery 
01 To Be Announced 
08  
15  
22  
29 

 

 

 

  

Van Drivers 
01 John Channell 
8 Dirk Williamson 
15 Tina Brown 
22 Vic Abelson 
29 Dirk Williamson 

Refreshments 
02 To Be Announced 
09  
16  
23  
30 

Breakfast Club Kitchen Crew 
01 To Be Announced 
08  
15  
22  
29  

Counters 
01 Nancy & Kirk Conover 
08 Barbara & Bob Hudak 
15 Debbie & Don Wong 
22 Leo Ransone & Ann Wallace 
29 Gerald Hoenes & Lee Wolff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Absecon  

Presbyterian  

Church 
 

Session 

Linda Gillis, clerk 

Donna Hughes 

Bill Keener 

Leo Ransone 

Priscilla Schultheis 

Isaac Umoren 

Ann Wallace 

Anna Mae Werner 

Lee Wolff 

Don Wong 

 

Deacons 

Vic Abelson 

Jackie Bhatti 

Naida Burgess 

Betsy Eberhard 

Barbara Hughes 

Loretta Metz 

Karen Muldoon 

Alice Smith 

Debora Wong 

 

Trustees 

Cindy Gorgo 

Bob S. Hudak 

Dan Hughes 

Betty Lloyd 

Melvin Washington 

Don Wong, chair 

  

Music Director 

Rick DeKarski 

  

Admin. Assistant 

Gay Channell 

  

Christian Education 

Coordinator 

Tina Harvey 

  

Treasurer 

Anne Hyatt 

  

Custodian 

Linda Adkisson 

 

Pastoral Associate 

for Youth Ministry 

Daniel Velez-Acevedo 

 

Pastor 

Drew Mangione 

  

  


