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September 2018 

Dearest Friends in Christ, 

I recently received a wonderful note from one of you with John 15:16 on it. It is a reminder that 
God chooses us to bring forth good fruit in this world. The amazing love of God means that we are 
not only set apart for our God, but we are also given the opportunity to be a part of God’s work in the 
world. 

Absecon Presbyterian Church has cultivated some amazing crops which have borne much fruit over 
the years to reflect the love of God. Last month’s Camp Johnsonburg on the Road is a great example of 
this with 61 local children now better acquainted with our Lord Jesus Christ. On top of that, more than 
30 volunteers and staff were blessed to have been a part of this effort. Ministry goes both ways – those 
you are sent to serve are also presented to you by God to help grow your faith. 

In this new season for the church, we will be working in new ways to plant the seeds of witness and 
welcome, faith and knowledge, renewal and restoration. The hope is that these seeds will bear new and 
additional fruit that nourishes this church family in your walk with God and each other. I am excited to 
work with you to plant these seeds and watch them grow to see what they produce. 

The diligent work of Louise Speitel and Ken Marshall has given this church a new Web site and 
Facebook page that will help show a digitally connected world that this is an active and involved church 
of Jesus Christ. These platforms will provide us new opportunities to reach people and innovate in 
ministry, including even interactive and open bible study. If you’re active on social media, this may be a 
great way to get involved. 

The Christian Education Committee is spearheading great work for the September 9 to June 16 
Sunday School program from 11:15 to noon, complete with a new curriculum for children in elementary, 
middle and high schools. Several young people have expressed an interest in Confirmation and so we are 
excited to do some new things to build on what has been a wonderful Confirmation program here. 

The Worship Committee has embraced new ideas for Sunday worship and expressed an 
enthusiasm for new worship opportunities that will build this faith community, bring us closer, and 
share the joy we have in Christ with those we meet. This means planting new ideas alongside the firmly 
rooted trees that have supported this church for so many years. 

And there’s more! As we move forward in the coming months I want to continue the great 
conversations I’ve already had with many of you about new ideas, new small groups, new activities and 
new life. The soil of this church is rich and ready to grow many great things for our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. I am excited to be working with you to sustain what has sustained this church, and cultivate new 
fruits to bring new nourishment, that we might serve our God in new ways reaching new people with the 
Good News.  

As John 15:16 says, God has chosen you to bring forth fruit so that your fruit will remain, and 
whatever we ask of the Father in Jesus’s name will be given. Thank you for choosing me to work with 
you and let us thank God together that we have this opportunity to plant seeds and bear fruit. 

In the Grace and Peace of Christ, 
Drew Mangione, Pastor 
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September News from Christian Education 
By Priscilla Schultheis 

Summer Camp Our Water of Life Summer Camp with Camp Jo’burg on the Road 
was a wonderful experience. There were 61 campers, 5 staff members, 15 Jr 
Counselors, and about 13 adults on site each day. Leo prepared lunch and snacks for 
100 people every day. There were other adults behind the scenes who helped provide 
dinners for the staff members or provided scholarship assistance in addition to our 
Camp Scholarship Fund. Pastor Drew took time to join us as well. His van driving 

skills were awesome. Drew’s crew was in good hands. All in all, this was a wonderful experience and we 
made a joyful noise to the Lord. Thank you to all who helped make this camp week so special. 

Upcoming Events 

 Rally Day        Sunday September 9   The Sunday School reconvenes, plans and presents a 
kickoff event. Bibles are issued to 4th graders during the service. 

 Rock Solid     Monday     September 10        This youth group for grades 6-10 kicks off its new 
year and operates from 4:45-7:15 pm. 

 King of Kings   Tuesday September 11 This youth group for grades K-6 kicks off its new year 
and operates from 4:30-7:00 pm. 

 Teen Bible Study   Wednesday September 12    This new Bible Study, led by Jackson Harvey, 
meets from 7 -8 pm. 

 Adult Bible Study Wednesday September 12    This ongoing Bible study for adults meets in 
Cobb Lounge and is currently studying the epistle of John. 7-8 pm 

 Martha Circle    Thursday   September 13     10:00 am at the home of Gerry Reedell to study the 
book of Hebrews. 

 Ruth Circle   Friday     September 14     1:00 pm at the home of Betsy Cunius to study the book of 
Hebrews 

Sunday School is looking strong for the upcoming year. Tina Harvey, our Sunday School Coordinator has 
done an excellent job putting together an exciting fall program. Her report will describe Rally Day and the 
plan for Sunday School classes to resume in the education building. We have 3 classes in place for our 
youth to meet on Sundays at our new time, 11:15-12:00 after the worship service. Many adults are stepping 
up to lend a helping hand. We anticipate an exciting year as we turn to Jesus, our Lighthouse! 

Rock Solid will begin on September 10th with a program from 4:45-7:15 that begins with music, offers 
choices for two activities, includes dinner, moves into Bible study (this year being led by Jackson Harvey,) 
and closes with a business meeting to plan mission projects and recreational events. We will show off our 
new van as we pick up participants in Absecon, Pleasantville, and Galloway.  We may be looking at as 
many as 20 participants. 

King of Kings will begin on September 11th with a program for kids in grades K-6 from 4:30-7:00 pm. We 
begin with music, two activities, dinner, Bible story with a fun activity and closes with dessert. Again, the 
van will be picking kids up in Atlantic City, Absecon, Pleasantville, and Galloway. We could have as many 
as 40 participants here. 
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Teen Time Bible Study is a new group led by Jackson Harvey on Wednesday evenings from 7:00-8:00 
pm. This Bible study will meet at the same time as the adult Bible study led by Leo in Cobb lounge, but it 
will be held in the new teen lounge. Here kids will be able to discuss scripture and relate it to relevant 
issues in their lives. This group is open to teens 13 and older. 

Wednesday Night Adult Bible Study continues to meet in Cobb Lounge from 7:00-8:00 pm under the 
leadership of Leo Ransone. This group holds lively discussions after reading scripture. 

Committee Talk We became excited talking about lots of possibilities for Christian Ed at our church. 
One member was hoping to see an evening circle for women. Another was hoping to see a men’s group 
reform and continue their Bible studies and special events. One person suggested we offer an additional 
Bible study to kids midweek. Another idea was to form a group of adults to volunteer at the Community 
Food Bank once a month. Finally, we talked about forming a group with Bible study for young people in 
their 20’s. Do any of these ideas interest you? Do you have other ideas? Would you help us get them off 
the ground? Let’s find ways to bring our Bible studies into the community. Wouldn’t that be awesome! 

Our next Christian Ed Committee meeting will take place on Tuesday, October 2 from 6:00-7:00 pm in 
the Cobb Lounge before the Session meeting begins.  

      In His Service, 
                                                                      Priscilla Schultheis 
 

 

Christian Education to Kick Off  with Rally Day September 9, 2018 

Welcome back!!  I hope everyone enjoyed their summer.   

Rally Day will take place on September 9th at the 10:00 am service. Please have 
your child(ren) report at 9:00 am so we can practice this year’s special presentation. 
“Our Lighthouse” by the Rend Collective will be the theme for Rally Day so please 

have your children listen to the song to familiarize themselves with the lyrics. A continental breakfast will 
be provided in Madden Hall to enjoy prior to worship service. 

The Sunday School will open on September 9th and will be every Sunday starting at 11:15 a.m.  – 
12:00 p.m. The classes will consist of K-2nd grades, 4th – 7th grades and 8th – 12th  grades. All will meet in 
the sanctuary to open our program with a few songs then move to the appropriate classrooms led by the 
teachers and aides. The curriculum for the program year will be “Feasting on the Word”. Anyone 
interested in teaching or being an aide please contact Priscilla or me. The church also offers a nursery for 
our Preschoolers, toddlers and infants staffed by a host of volunteers. 

Kids and adults are encouraged to bring friends and new families to the church. Sharing the word and 
love of the Lord is always a blessing. 

Events and dates of importance will be advertised in the Good News, Presby Post and weekly bulletins so 
keep an eye out for details. Below is a list of the next few events; 

September 16, 2018 - Cape May Zoo  
September 28, 2018 - Outdoor movie night   
October 28, 2018 – Trunk or Treat 

A Bible Study for Teens, will take place every Wednesday evening from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. in the 
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downstairs classroom in conjunction with the Adult bible study held in Cobb Lounge. You must be 13 
years of age to participate and will be led by Jackson Harvey along with some members of the Christian 
Education Committee. This is a new adventure so please pray for positive outcomes.   

The Christian Education Committee is really looking forward to a blessed and productive year, we are 
super excited about new opportunities to come together and worship in His name! 

In his service, 
Tina 
 
 

Women’s Circles 

As we continue our study of the Letter to the Hebrews, the anonymous author 
encourages them to persevere and keep the faith even though they are being 
persecuted. The author reminds them that Jesus understands their suffering because he 
also suffered in his human life. 

The Ruth Circle will meet at the home of Betsy Cunius Friday, September 14th at 1:00 
p.m. Note the change of schedule. The Martha Circle will meet 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, September 13th 
at the home of Gerry Reedell. All women of the church are encouraged to attend the circle that best meets 
your time schedule for fellowship and Bible study. We will be happy to see you and you will be warmly 
welcomed. 
 
 

Dear Absecon Presbyterian Church, 

Thank you so much for allowing us to work with you on your summer day 
camp. Erin, Jack, Thomas, Matthew and I had so much fun, particularly with 
your Junior Counsellors who are so talented, welcoming and so hilarious. Having them around was such an 
incredible help and, most importantly, the kids loved them. Keep nurturing their talents at youth group, 
they will make incredible counsellors. 

Thanks for all the fun,  
Lucie and all at Johnsonburg 
 

 
 

Worship Committee News 

We praise the Lord for Pastor Drew, Claire, Harrison and Josephine! What a thrill it is 
to move into our Fall schedule with our new Pastor and new ideas for our worship 
services. We look forward to Chancel Choir, special music and perhaps Bell Choir. 
Chancel Choir rehearsals will be on Thursday evenings  at 7:00 beginning Sept 20 and 

Sunday mornings at 9:15 beginning Sept 23. We welcome anyone who would like join the choir!  

Anna Mae Werner 
Worship Chair 
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What an amazing summer, praise God for all things! We are so excited to have Drew Mangione as our new 
called Pastor. Deacons wish to thank the Fellowship Committee and all others who helped make Pastor 
Drew’s Ordination and Installation such a blessed event! Deacons also wish to thank you (yes, you) from 
our hearts for your monetary donations as we are solely funded by you. Thank You! Our Deacons are: 
Russ Adkisson, Jaqueline Bhatti, Naida Burgess, Betsy Eberhard, Laurie McManus, Loretta Metz, Karen 
Muldoon, Alice Smith, and Debora Wong. 

Communion may be received by anyone who has been baptized and believes in Jesus Christ as their Lord 
and Savior. We invite you to share the feast of Communion on September 2. Setting the communion table 
for September will be Karen Muldoon and Russ Adkisson. Deacon of the month for September is Loretta 
Metz. We celebrate the body of Christ with bread and the blood of Christ with grape juice. Some Deacons 
are now taking Communion to homebound members, if you would like a Deacon to bring Communion to 
you please let us know. 

Thank you for your continued donations to the Food Bank of South Jersey. Please continue to bring in 
items during the fall months. The Food Bank also takes laundry detergent and disposable baby diapers. 
Thank you for your kindness as your donations are so important.   

Deacon’s next meeting will be Saturday September 22 at 10:30 am.  

Again, we are so BLESSED as we welcome Pastor Drew, his wife Claire and their 2 children. 
WELCOME!!  

Through Jesus all things are possible. Amen and Amen.  

In Christian service and love, 
Naida Burgess, Moderator  
Karen Muldoon, Vice Moderator 
 
  

A Note from Lisa Whitaker 
September . . . 2018 

I want to say a huge thank you once again for your on-going prayer support and 
annual offering. Your financial support as well as your prayers have allowed me to 
continue to GO and reach out to so many year after year. For this month’s news I am 
sharing my fall schedule and asking if you would please continue to pray. I have given 

dates of my trips or events that are in the calendar as of now - I may add a few more speaking engagements 
but this is what is on my schedule. It truly amazes me how God continues to open doors - you all are such a 
big part as you give and pray. I did want to share a follow up to a previous note I wrote back in June about my 
friends in Croatia. They DID have their beautiful baby girl - Amariah Hope - her name means “promised by 
God” and guess what - she was born on MY Mom’s 91st birthday! How cool is that!  

Lisa’s Fall Schedule 2018  
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Here is an overview of my fall schedule with some specifics for prayer. Thank you for standing with me in 
prayer as I go. I am encouraged by all that God is doing in these different areas and the privilege I have to 
invest in these lives !  

Aug. 30 - Sept. 10 - Harvester Wilderness Writer’s Workshop Kodiak, Alaska 

This is an opportunity for me to pursue writing a book, a collection of stories from my 27 years with 
YWAM. I also feel like the people I meet during this workshop will be very significant. There are only 15-
20 participants - we will all be together on an island off of Kodiak, Alaska. Prayers appreciated concerning 
that week, but also what that week might lead into for the future. It is going to be video taped by 
RightNow media for an 8 week Bible study entitled - “Your Story for God’s Glory”. I am so excited !  My 
sample manuscript will be critiqued and reviewed by the group!  

Sept.16th - Speaking at Calvary Chapel Hammonton Sunday School   

Sept. 26 - Oct. 8 - North Africa - visiting a Girl’s Home and leading a Women’s Retreat. I have raised 
some money to help with the girls who are aging out of the home, which is like an orphanage. Please pray 
as we meet with the director and those who are working with the girls. The retreat will be for women 
working in this country from different organizations - we are expecting between 10-15 women. Eileen 
Benner will be joining me on this trip.  

Oct. 11-16 - Women’s Retreat - Oriental, North Carolina - This is a group of about 20 women from a 
friend’s church in Raleigh, NC - The theme is Your Story, God’s Story - similar to the retreat I did for my 
Master’s Capstone project.  

Oct. 19-22 - Hawaii Mission Reunion - Lynchburg, VA. - This is the 50th year reunion of the summer 
team ministry to Hawaii that I participated in 1985,1987,1989 - my first mission experiences. The leaders of 
this ministry are former professors and friends of mine.  They continue to support me. It will be amazing 
to be together and remember all God has done in and through these summer outreaches. Mom will be 
going with me on this trip.   

October 27 - United Methodist Women Luncheon, St. Peter’s UMC - Ocean City, NJ - Speaking at this 
event.  

October 28- Nov. 2 - Teaching in School Of Ministry Development - Louisville, KY. 

Nov. 7-20 - Master’s Graduation, Burtigny, Switzerland - this is the Master’s program I have been staffing 
now for the last 3 years. Eileen Benner will also be serving at this event. 

Dec. 1-9 - Teaching on the ‘Life of Jesus’ in DTS North Cascades, WA. This is a topic I have been 
teaching now for the last few years and it really helps the students discover the Bible in a fresh way. One of 
the things I always pray is that they would finish the week with a greater hunger for God’s word, a deeper 
love for and new perspective of Jesus!  

I plan on being home the rest of December and into the New Year.  

I am so grateful for your prayers -  
Lisa  
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News from the Fellowship Committee 

Sept. 9th, Rally Day will also be starting our Sunday Breakfast schedule at 9:00am. 
Everyone is welcome. It will still be $3 for adults $2 for children. Menu varies each 
week. We need your support. 

We will be planning the Applefest soon. If you have any new ideas let me know.  

Donna Hughes 
Fellowship Chairman 
 
 

Evergreens 

After 3½ plus years Fran Weir is "retiring" as leader of Evergreens and thanks all 
of those who helped her each month as well as those that were special speakers. 
She enjoyed these years and was happy doing so but now it is time to step down 
and give someone else the opportunity. She is willing to help the new leader get 
started. 

 
 
 

 

The Windjammer Diner  
Wednesday, Sept. 5 

 
Lunch Bunch will meet at the Windjammer Diner in Somers Point on Wednesday, Sept 5th. Van will leave 
church at 11:30 for those that might need a ride. 
 

 
 

Church Website and Facebook Page 

Our church website, abseconpresby.org, has had a major makeover! It 
looks great! It is now geared towards community outreach and 
attracting new members. Also, the new site is more smartphone-
friendly! Check it out! 

We have kept our church Facebook private group. We now also have a 
public Facebook page: 

http://facebook.com/AbseconPresby 

Please like and share this. We want our church to grow! 

Louise Speitel & Ken Marshall 
 

http://abseconpresby.org/
https://m.facebook.com/AbseconPresby/?refid=18&ref=m_notif&notif_t=feedback_reaction_generic&_ft_=qid.6591808393660806787%3Amf_story_key.2083278475016775%3Atop_level_post_id.2083278475016775%3Atl_objid.2083278475016775%3Asrc.22&__tn__=%2As-R
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Cards For Nieko - Important Information:  

Nieko and his mom have just been moved from the sterile studio apartment. They 
will spend the next 2 weeks with a nutritionist who will help him adjust to the 
different textures of food that he now can eat. Nieko has recovered so well from 
his 5 organ transplants that the next step is to return home. The family thanks 
everyone for their cards and prayers. His surprisingly quick recovery proves that 

they did indeed help. Right now we do not have a new address. Thank you all for caring for this young 
boy. 
 

 

 
The Morris family would like to thank the Deacons for the house warming gift 

given to us. God has blessed us with our first home. This gift has helped make it feel 
more like our home.  
 

Patti, Jim and Devin Morris 
 

 
 

Thank you for the sympathy cards, calls and prayers when our daughter Judy's husband John was 
killed when he was run over by a truck in Florida where they live.  
 

God Bless You,  
Dee and Jack Heil 

 

 
 

I wish to send a great big “thank you” to all who sent me get well wishes. All the good thoughts and 
prayers have helped get me on the road to recovery.  Thank you!   
             Carol Kleiner 
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Serving in September 
 

Lay Assistants 

02 Anna Mae Werner 
09 David Burgess 
16 TBD 
23  
30  

Head Ushers 

02 Vic & Rita Abelson 
09 Elaine Risley & Ginny Davenport 
16 Ann Wallace & Jo-ann Weller 
23 Mary Bew & Betty Lloyd 
30 Bob & Barbara Hudak 

Offering 

02 Joan Nale & Franklin Nale 
09 Jack & Dee Heil 
16 Betty Price & Edith Budd 
23 Jo-ann Weller & Naida Burgess 
30 Tina Brown & Greg Hamaty 

Acolyte 

02 Franklin Nale 
09 Laly Ramirez 
16 Jack Little 
23 Jacob Sabo 
30 Jackson Harvey 

Deacon of the Month 

Loretta Metz 

Nursery 

02 Darla Hand & Jackson Harvey 
09 Claire Mangione & Jackson Harvey 
16 Karen & Libby Little & Jackson Harvey 
23 Jackie & Maryiam Bhatti & Jackson Harvey 
30 Jennifer Platt & Jackson Harvey 

 

Van Drivers 

02 John Channell 
09 Tina Brown 
16 Tina Brown 
23 Vic Abelson 
30 Dirk Williamson 

Refreshment Hosts 

02 Fellowship Committee 
09  
16  
23  
30  

Breakfast Club Kitchen Crew 

02 Set-up: Priscilla Schultheis 
     Cook: Melvin Washington 
     Clean-up: Deb Wong, Betsy Eberhard 
09 Set-up: Kris Jenoriki  
     Cook: John Channell 
     Clean-up: Vic & Rita Abelson 
16 Set-up: Donna Hughes 
     Cook: Dirk Williamson 
     Clean-up: Jim McManus, Rob Perry 
23 Set-up:  
     Cook:  
     Clean-up:  
30 Set-up:  
     Cook:  
     Clean-up:  
 
Counters 

02 Barb & Dan Hughes 
09 Leo Ransone & Lee Wolff 
16 Debbie & Don Wong 
23 Gerald Hoenes & Betsy Torjussen 
30 Lee Wolff & Kirk Conover 

 

 


