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From the Pastor: BEING THE CHURCH IN A CHANGING WORLD & WHAT’S NEW 
AT APC 

Dearest Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

The world around us needs the revelation of Jesus Christ now more than ever.  

When we see the troubles in our world, I think our natural tendency is to look for 

authorities to fix things – be it presidents or world leaders. Or maybe we recognize 

that those earthly systems fail, and we fall back on our faith, hoping that Jesus will return soon to 

complete the restoration of all things.  

But did you know God is calling you to be a part of that restoration by revealing who Jesus is? The 

church as described in the New Testament is not a building, but the people called out by God to come 

together and make the world a better place. Faith is not just belief, but faithfulness to Jesus as the 

anointed King and Lord of our lives. 

Being the church is more than just coming to church. It means meditating on the truth of who Jesus is – 

our God come down to be with us, live like us, die like us and rise again for us to have a share in God’s 

eternal life. Being the church means letting God’s love fill us up and pour out to others. It means letting 

others see this love in us by our words and our actions, so that we reveal Christ for them, and they too 

want to be part of the church. 

I am currently reading through the most recent and comprehensive study about the faithful worldwide. 

This study has some incredible insights on why people who claim to be Christian do not attend churches, 

and also what keeps people in their church when they live in a culture that does not attend church.  

What they found is that there are five practices central to engaging people in church:  

1. An intimate experience in knowing who Jesus is and what Jesus is about. 

2. The development of cultural discernment – church and secular culture. 

3. Forging meaningful intergenerational relationships – beyond small talk. 

4. Training for a calling to share the faith with others. 

5. Reducing self-centered tendencies in churches through outward mission. 

This study is further proof of what I’ve been preaching for the past year. To grow in our own faith and 

reach the world around us we need to know Jesus, know His love, share His love with each other, and 

then go out and be a testimony of Jesus’s love in the community around us.  

This fall, I hope that we can grow in this revelation to be a church that knows that our personal growth is 

not dependent on what we do for ourselves, but what we do for others. Being the church is not just about 

our own salvation, but it is about being saved to play an active role in saving others. 

Thank you for your enthusiasm and support for the recent changes and additions to the worship 

schedule. The goal of these and any changes is always to make it easier to share the good news of Jesus 

Christ, help spread the love of God, and be a testimony to the community around us. 
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Some of you have confirmed that the 10:30 a.m. service on Sunday is easier for you and for some of our 

older members to attend. I am glad that this extra half-hour helps on Sunday mornings. Likewise, my 

heart leapt at the turnout for our first 3rd Monday Communion Lunch, where the Lord’s Supper was 

shared with 16 people in a brief service, and afterward a free lunch of chicken salad sandwiches and 

vegetable soup was enjoyed by 19 of you. This month the lunch will be on Oct. 21 and the church van 

available for anyone who needs a ride in time for the communion service. Please RSVP by calling the office 

at 609-641-3759. 

The new 9 a.m. service will start on October 6! This service will be different from the 10:30 a.m. with a 

liturgy that is based on the seasons of the church, Ordinary Time (Summer and Fall), Advent, Christmas, 

Epiphany, Lent, and Easter. Hymns and liturgy will change with the seasons, rather than each week, with 

the same readings and sermon as the second service. After the 9 a.m. all are welcome to join in the 

Breakfast Fellowship and be volunteers for programs in the 10:30 service. 

In the Grace and Peace of our Lord Jesus, 

Pastor Drew 

 

Hey Daniel, What’s Up In Youth?! 

Hello Everyone, 

The new year for King of Kings, Rock Solid and New Disciples is underway! We had a 
great turn out and we have been praising God, having fellowship, reading the Word, 
and playing games. We are about to see movies, go on hayrides, get lost in corn 
mazes and much more. It is going to be loads of fun. But I am not going to be having 

all the fun by myself. I would like to send a special thanks to all the volunteers that make this happen. 
Thank you for saying, “Here I Am Lord” and responding to the call. I would also like to extend an invitation 
to you! If you would like to volunteer in any way, please let me know. And if you are a youth member or 
know of a youth member let them know, DO NOT MISS ON THE FUN! You will not regret seeing what the 
Lord is doing amid the youth in APC! Join us on Tuesdays and Wednesday from 4:30pm - 7:00pm.  

See you there!  

Daniel A. Velez  

 

Sunday School News for October 

Rally Day was great!!!! The Energy was amazing! Sunday school raised our banners to 
open the 2019-2020 program year! Many thanks to all those who made the event 
possible. JoAnn Sabo with her help with our choreography, Daniel for his wonderful Rally 
Day Blessing and Jackson, Maryiam and Mousa for their dance expertise. A special thanks 
to all those who volunteered their time and have stepped up to the challenge to help 
teach our kids about the many wonders of love of our God. Your time and talents are 
much appreciated!   

Our trip to the Cape May Zoo was a fun filled day with good food, animal adventures and great fellowship! 
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Don’t feel bad if you missed it! Join us next year!!!! 

We have an exciting fall planned so please come and join the fun. Below you will find a few of our annual 
events such as Outdoor movie night on September 27, 2019 and Trunk or Treat on October 20, 2019. We 
have a few new surprises for you too! On November 9, 2019 Sunday school will be hosting a Praise and 
Energize night. This will feature taking time to worship our Lord with some contemporary music sing 
along with some devotionals. We are excited about this! Please come out and support this event, there 
will be light refreshments too!! As we get closer more details will follow. All information about our events 
can be found in the Good News. Presby Post email and the weekly bulletins. 

  September 27, 2019 - Outdoor movie night (Wreck it Ralph 2) 6:30p - 8:30p  

  October 20, 2019 – Trunk or Treat, 4p - 7p 

  November 9, 2019 – Praise and Energize, time TBA 

The Christian Education Committee is really looking forward to a blessed and productive year, we are 
super excited about new opportunities to come together and worship in His name! 

In his service, 

Tina 

 

Women’s Circles 

For our October Bible study we will look at the prophet Isaiah's words to the people that 
the Lord God will give them a sign. He tells them, "The virgin will conceive and give birth 
to a son, and will call him Immanuel." We will then look in the gospel of Matthew to see 
that this prophecy was fulfilled when Christ was born 700 years later. 

The Ruth Circle will meet Friday, October 4th at 11:00 a.m. this month at the home of 
Gerry Reedell. The Martha Circle will meet at 10:00 a.m. Thursday, October 10th also at the home of 
Gerry Reedell. All women of the church are encouraged to attend either circle. We will be happy to see 
you and you will be warmly welcomed. 

 

                                October News from Christian Education 
                                                   By Priscilla Schultheis 

Thank you to all youth volunteers 
who attended the training on 
Sept 5, 2019 with Pastor Drew 
and Pastor Daniel. Much good 
came out of the meeting!! 

Sunday School is now underway following a 
lively Rally Day! We have 3 ongoing classes now 
for kids between PreK and grade 7.  Preschoolers 
start in the nursery by 10:30 and play until the 
teacher and aide arrive at about 10:50 following 
the Youth Sermon. Anyone within that age group 

that begins in the sanctuary will leave the 
sanctuary following the Youth Sermon. The 3 
classes that will meet this year from 10:50-11:30 
are PreK-K, gr 1-3, and gr 4-7. Tina Harvey and a 
host of volunteers are making this program 
meaningful and fun. By the time you read this, 
we will also have enjoyed a movie on the field 
and plans are being put in place for our annual 
Trunk or Treat. Stay tuned for details 

King of Kings is off to a good start with 40 kids 
from grades k-5 attending on the first night. We 
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also had 3 Jr Counselors and about a dozen adult 
volunteers. Pastor Daniel was present 
throughout and taught the oldest group their 
Bible lesson. It is so exciting having all the pieces 
of the program working together. By pieces, I 
mean people! 

Rock Solid got off to a good start as well with 17 
kids in grades 5-8. This program will include 
singing, a Bible lesson with activity, dinner, 
recreational activity, and meeting to plan mission 
projects and outings. Pastor Daniel is present 
throughout the program and will assist Franklin 
Nale in his Sound Engineering class. Pastor Drew 
will teach the Bible study. Pastor Daniel will be 
leading the Rock Solid group meetings to plan 
mission and recreational activities.  

Senior Youth Group renamed itself. They will 
now be called New Disciples. They began their 
year with 16 kids in the program. Pastor Daniel 
will lead Worship Band, Bud Burgess will lead 
floor games, and Ann Wallace will lead Home 
Crafts. Pastor Drew will teach the Bible study 
most nights with occasional lessons taught by 
Tina Harvey. Claire Mangione will lead the New 
Disciples group meetings with occasional visits 
from Tina Harvey. By the time you read this, we 
will already have completed our first mission 
project by going to The Community Food Bank of 
South Jersey on Saturday, September 28, 2109 to 
sort food.  

Adult Bible Study - Leo Ransone’s Bible study is 
up and running on Wednesday evenings with a 
new time from 7:30-8:30 pm. Come join the 
group for some adult fellowship and faith 
building. 

The Women’s Circles are still going strong thanks 
to the leadership of Gerry Reedell. Talk to Gerry 
to get more details. Both groups are happy to 
have new people join. All women are welcome to 
be part of a circle. The Ruth Circle meets the first 
Fridays of every month at 11 am at the home of 
Betsy Cunius. The Martha Circle meets the 2nd 
Thursdays of every month at 10 am at the home 
of Gerry Reedell. Come out and join this 
awesome bunch!!! 

New Ideas We still love to hear them. 

Church Growth happens when you invite your 
friends and neighbors. 

Our next Christian Ed. Committee meeting will 
take place on Sunday, September 29, 2019 
following the worship service. We will be looking 
forward to planning Trunk or Treat, fall activities 
and mission, and preparing for a Christmas 
pageant or drama of some kind. All Christian Ed. 
members should plan to attend, and any other 
interested individuals are welcome. 

In His Service,  

Priscilla Schultheis, chair 

 

 

 

Please pray for: 
The Absecon Presbyterian Church  
It’s members, current and future 

Session, Deacons, Trustees, Staff, Volunteers 
New and continuing church programs and events 
The sick, the homebound and all who are hurting 

The poor and the homeless 
Families experiencing unexpected turmoil and transition 
Members of our Armed Forces and First Response Teams 
Victims of hate crimes, fires, storms, and other disasters      

Conflict and unrest throughout our nation and around the world 

 

PRESBYTERIAN 

When you rearrange the 

letters: 

BEST IN PRAYER 

Let’s Live Into This 
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 Go with God and Be Amazed !   
We had just left Assisi, Italy and were headed 
to our next 2 day stop close to the ancient 
town of Norcia, hometown to St. Benedict 
and his twin sister St. Scholastica. Our trip 
was already meeting the purpose of scouting 
out locations to stay and places to hold on-
site training modules focused on “Friends of 
the Past” (Those who have loved and served 
God throughout history). The GPS said our 
place to stay was 13 km (about 8 miles) 
outside of Norcia. What we didn’t realize was 
the 8 miles was straight up a mountain. We 
headed up and up and up on a very deserted 
narrow road, no guardrails and a sheer drop 
off to the left. I kept telling Eileen, my friend 
who was driving - “Don’t look sideways, keep your eyes straight ahead!” It was nerve-wracking to say the 
least. After about 5 miles or so, we entered a very small village, perched on the side of the mountain. We 
no sooner drove INTO the village, than we were driving OUT of the village. GPS said 3 more miles. I looked 
side to side, craning my neck to see if I could spot another village and all I saw was beautiful Italian 
mountains - but no sign of civilization! We turned another hairpin switchback and the GPS said in less than 
a mile we needed to turn left. Ummmm, left was off the cliff! We continued on and very suddenly came 
upon a fork in the road - the right continued UPHILL and the left stayed straight - leading us into another 
very small village. We headed “left” twisting through narrow streets and following homemade signs to our 
B&B . . . we joked with one another, either this place is going to be amazing or we are in big trouble!  

Eileen parked the car at the edge of the precipice - literally, we couldn't go any further and I jumped out 
and followed the signs to a very non-descript front door. I was greeted by Marina the hostess of the B&B. 
She quickly called for Daniel, her husband to come and help with our luggage. We safely parked the car 
and dragged our suitcases and carry-ons along the narrow alley to their home. We walked through their 
living room and out their back door onto a veranda with a panoramic, breath-taking view of the 
mountains and valleys. I just stood there, mouth open, soaking in this spectacular view. We were both 
blown away by the beauty and peacefulness.  

After we got settled, I connected to WIFI to see if there was any important communication and I saw a 
message from a friend in the mission who has worked in Italy. He saw my posts on  Facebook and said he 
knew some people in that area - specifically he knew the monks at the Norcia monastery. He encouraged 
us to attend a service where they do Gregorian Chants. So, through a series of emails to a friend of his 
who knew the contact for the monks - I received a very cheery note from Father Cassian welcoming Eileen 
and I to their service and offering to meet us ahead of time.  

We had a wonderful stay at this B&B. We shared a meal with Marina and Daniel communicating through 
Marina’s limited English and using Google translate. It’s amazing the conversations you can have with 
such limited vocabulary. When we left to go down the mountain to the monastery - I knew in my heart 
that wasn’t the last time I would see Daniel and Marina. It felt like God hand-picked this treasure on a 
mountain and connected our hearts to this lovely couple.  
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When we arrived at the monastery, a man in a brown robe waved to us and quickly approached. He 
greeted us and right away we knew he was American. He announced he was from  Connecticut, but had 
lived in Italy for 30 years. I explained a bit of what we were doing - creating an educational module to be 
used in one of YWAM’s schools. I asked if he would be willing in the future to share a lecture with us on 
St. Benedict. He immediately responded - “Sure”.  

After showing us around a bit, he then invited us to join about 40 others in the chapel for the service. It 
was so good to participate in a worship time unlike any other I have participated in. The a cappella 
Gregorian Chants were beautifully sung by the small group of monks.  The service along with our brief 
interaction with Father Cassian was another window into the vastness of the Body of Christ worldwide 
and the many expressions of worshipping Jesus.  

As we drove away from Norcia later that morning, I was so grateful for God’s leading.  He surprised us 
with an amazing place to stay, with new friends tucked away in a small village on a mountaintop and 
exposed us to yet another part of His Body who live and love Him with their whole being.  

Since being home I have spoken with my friend who connected me with the monastery and we are hoping 
to continue to dialogue about future plans. I was NOT expecting this when I felt God leading me on this 
trip. After all these years, I should know better by now, that God ALWAYS is at work. It is so much fun and 
still amazes me how God takes our simple yeses and does outrageous unexpected things that we could 
never even think up or imagine.   

Thank you for being so faithful to pray for me and support me in this journey of trusting God and going 
where He says GO.  

I will be teaching in the Middle East in October and would appreciate your prayers as I head out to the 
“desert”. Rumor has it that the heat index will be 114 degrees! Pray for lots of AC please!  

Blessings and much appreciation,  

Lisa  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lisa & Eileen with Daniel and Marina 
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Our monthly meetings will begin on Saturday October 5, at 9:30 am. This will be 
the start of our 10th year providing shawls and blankets to spread and share 
God's Love for His people. There are Prayer Shawl Request forms in the rack 
above the Guest Sign In book in the Narthex and in the rack beside the Historical 
Window outside of Madden Hall. Please fill a form out and place it in the 
collection plate or drop it off in Gay's office. A  request can be made not only for 
members of our congregation, but also for a child, co-worker, family member, 

friend or anyone you feel could use a gentle reminder that He is always with them. 

Please feel free to join us in this wonderful ministry and fellowship even if you can't crochet or knit, we 
can help you with that. Hope to see you there. 

In His Service, 

Loretta A. Metz 

 

Worship Committee News 

The new Sunday Morning Worship schedule is going well. Chancel Choir will meet every 
Sunday from 9:45-10:15 in the Cobb Lounge, and also one Wednesday evening a month 
at 7:00 for an hour. Those dates are Oct. 2, Nov. 6, Dec 4 and Jan 8. We would love to 
have more choir members and welcome anyone who would like to sing with us! 
 
Anyone who is interested in joining the Bell Choir, please let Rick know. We are planning 

to perform for two Sunday's before Christmas. Other exciting music news is that Daniel and Rick will be 
working with our youth to form a jazz band! Stay tuned! 
 
Please contact me or Pastor Drew if you would be interested in serving as Lay Assistant.  
Mary Bew schedules ushers and those taking the offering, and Ann Wallace schedules the Acolyte. 
Pastor Gerry Reedell and Loretta Metz take communion to the shut-ins.  
 
Pastor Drew has begun a communion service on the 3rd Monday of the month that also includes a light 
lunch. This communion service is available to anyone who is unable to attend a Sunday morning service. 
 
In His Service, 
Anna Mae Werner 
Worship Chair 
 

 

Fellowship News  

Two big events in October – AppleFest returns on October 11 and Tony Campolo and 
John Taylor perform on October 16. Both events serve dessert. We will have music and 
hotdogs, too, at AppleFest. Meanwhile, we are serving breakfast every Sunday between 
the services.  
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3rd Monday Communion Service 
Tuesday, October 21 11:30am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

with Fellowship Lunch 
at Noon 

Grilled Cheese Sandwiches 
Chicken Noodle Soup 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boscov’s Shopping Passes 

to benefit  
Family Promise  

of Atlantic County  
are available for $5.00 in the church 

office  
Monday – Friday  

10a – 2p 

Thank You, Church! 
I would like to say Thank You to all my Church Family, for their kind words of comfort, 
cards and phone calls in the passing of my Companion Romeo. It meant so much to 
me. He fought a good battle and is in peace now. 

God Bless you all. 

Betty Price and Family 

* * * * 

Dear Mrs. Harvey and the Christian Education Committee, 

I would like to thank you very much for your very thoughtful graduation card and 
generous gift. I am very gr4ateful and thankful to have spent my childhood in Absecon 
Presbyterian. 

From, Ray Lewis 

* * * * 
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                                                     Serving in October

Lay Assistants 
06 TBA 
13 Anna Mae Werner 
20 TBA 
27 Kirk Conover 
 
Head Ushers 
06 Betty Lloyd & Mary Bew 
13 Rita & Vic Abelson 
20 Loretta Metz & Barbara Miller 
27 Nancy Sooy & Diane Kleiner 
 
Offering 
06 Joan Nale & Franklin Nale 
13 Nancy & Kirk Conover 
20 Tina Brown & Betty Price 
27 Lee Wolff & Ann Wallace 
 
Acolyte 
06 Nicholas Puglise 
13 Kayla Achamizo 
20 Aubrey Puglise 
27 Jack Little 
 
Deacon of the Month 
TBA 
 
Nursery & PreK 
06 Christina S & Claire M 
13 Claire M & Jackson H 
20 Christina S & Claire M 
27 Karen L & Jackson H 

 

Van Drivers 
06 John Channell 
13 Dirk Williamson 
20 Tina Brown 
27 Vic Abelson 
 
Refreshments 
06 TBA 
13 Gay & John Channell 
20 TBA 
27 TBA 
 
Breakfast Club Kitchen Crew 
06 Set up: Priscilla Schultheis 
     Cook: Melvin Washington 
     Clean-up: Betsy Eberhard 
13 Set up: Gay Channell 
     Cook: John Channell 
     Clean-up: Vic & Rita Abelson 
20 Set up: Franklin Nale 
     Cook: Dirk Williamson 
     Clean-up: Tina Brown 
27 Set up: Jackson Harvey 
     Cook: John Harvey 
     Clean-up: Jackson Harvey 
 
Counters 
06 Dave & Judy Stebbins 
13 Nancy & Kirk Conover 
20 Debbie & Don Wong 
27 Barbara & Bob Hudak 
 

 

Absecon  

Presbyterian  

Church 
 

Session 

Linda Gillis, clerk 

Donna Hughes 

Bill Keener 

Leo Ransone 

Priscilla Schultheis 

Isaac Umoren 

Ann Wallace 

Anna Mae Werner 

Lee Wolff 

Don Wong 

 

Deacons 

Vic Abelson 

Jackie Bhatti 

Naida Burgess 

Betsy Eberhard 

Barbara Hughes 

Loretta Metz 

Karen Muldoon 

Alice Smith 

Debora Wong 

 

Trustees 

Cindy Gorgo 

Bob S. Hudak 

Dan Hughes 

Betty Lloyd 

Melvin Washington 

Don Wong, chair 

  

Music Director 

Rick DeKarski 

  

Admin. Assistant 

Gay Channell 

  

Christian Education 

Coordinator 

Tina Harvey 

  

Treasurer 

Anne Hyatt 

  

Custodian 

Linda Adkisson 

 

Pastoral Associate 

for Youth Ministry 

Daniel Velez-Acevedo 

 

Pastor 

Drew Mangione 

  

  


