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Dearest Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Happy November! Of course, at the end of this 
month is Advent – the amazing season when 
we celebrate the foundation of our belief that 
the One True God, the Creator of all creation, 
was born like us into creation. It is the start of 
the church year when we prepare for 
Christmas! 

This is exciting, because no matter what our 
station in life, we can identify in a special way 
with our God, because our God can identify 
with our human experience. It is my hope and 
intent always to come alongside you in your 
faith journey and your ministry, to be a 
reminder to you of God’s love as expressed in 
Jesus Christ and thereby help you build your 
faith.  

From Christmas to the Resurrection is a short 
33-year blip on the scale of eternity, and these 
two events in Jesus Christ, changed the course 
of human history. In Christ, we are offered 
personal salvation and hope for tomorrow in 
the complete redemption of all things by a 
new heaven and new earth.  

I look forward to sharing with you the love of 
Christ this month and into the Advent season. 
This year, I pray that your cup overflow with 
Christ’s love, so that you might pour the 
excess into loving God and neighbor. We are 

blessed to be a part of God’s plan in Christ, so it 
is our shared responsibility to both witness to 
God’s role in our lives and be a voice that 
welcomes to see God in their lives.   

So, here is the gift that keeps on giving for 
2018. Invite a friend or loved one who does 
not have a church home to be here with you 
this Advent season. Share with them the 
reasons you believe, and pray they recognize 
God’s love in their life. In doing this, remember 
that we cannot convince someone to believe 
and must not reject those who see things 
differently than we do. Rather, Christ has 
commanded us all to love others and share 
with them our own journeys of faith both by 
what we say, and how we live. This is the 
calling of the church, and I look forward to 
continuing to live into this calling with you. 

In the Grace and Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Pastor Drew 

 

P.S. Thank you to all who have signed up to 
have your photos taken to be a part of our 
upcoming photo directory. If you have not 
signed up, there may be slots available and I 
want to personally urge you to be a part of this 
book marking this moment in your church. 
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November News from Christian Education 
By Priscilla Schultheis 

October flew by in a flurry of activity. Rock Solid enjoyed the thrills of the haunted 
junkyard in Scullville. Later they designed their own haunted hayride through the 
cemetery. Thank you to John Harvey and Rob Perry for making the truck and trailer 
available. Trunk or Treat, which included the haunted hayride, took place on 
October 28th from 4-7 pm. Many thanks to Tina Harvey for setting up the event and 
to Rock Solid Youth Group for setting up, working the games, and haunting the 

hayride. A frightfully good time was had by all. 

Upcoming Events 

• Sunday School needs your support and commitment. If you are able, please make the effort to 
allow your kids to attend. This is usually where foundations of knowledge and faith are 
established. We moved Sunday School to 11:15 am because parents confirmed this is the time 
their family can attend. Teachers are preparing lessons and they are expecting your kids to 
show up. Please make every effort. 

• Starting October 28th, Soup and Sandwich Sunday Lunch will be served each week to all who 
stay for Sunday School. Kids and teens who attend a class will eat for free. Parents who stay to 
help with the program, to help with food preparation, or who attend an adult Bible study are 
asked to make a donation to the lunch box fund. Anyone planning to stay for lunch should sign 
up at the kitchen counter before Sunday School begins so Leo Ransone knows how much to 
prepare. Thank you, Leo, for your willingness to serve Christ in this way. 

• The van will drive people home from Sunday School after lunch is finished. Priscilla will be the 
steady van driver for this. 

• Rehearsals will begin soon for our Christmas Pageant which will take place on Sunday 
December 9th. This year I am hoping our Rock Solid Teens will pick up some key roles in the 
pageant and that King of Kings youth will provide most of our shepherds, angels, and sheep. 
Dress rehearsal will take place on Saturday, December 8th from 10 am- 12 noon. 

• Rock Solid will meet each Monday in November. This group will participate in Operation 
Christmas Child, prepare their annual M&M fund raiser, and begin rehearsing for the pageant. 

• King of Kings   will not meet on Tuesday, November 6th as that is Election Day and our facility is 
packed with the voting operation. The youth group will meet on the remaining Tuesdays of the 
month. Rehearsals for the pageant will take place on Nov 13, 20, 27, and December 4. 
Costumes will be fitted, roles and timing established, songs rehearsed. Families in this youth 
group are encouraged to participate in Operation Christmas Child as well. 

• Teen Bible Study   This Bible study, led by Jackson Harvey, meets from 7 -8 pm. Attendance is 
strong. The teens are asking relevant questions. 

• Adult Bible Study This ongoing Bible study for adults, led by Leo Ransone, meets in Cobb 
Lounge from 7-8 pm. Many people are enthused about this study group. The room is packed 
each week. 
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• Martha Circle    This group meets at 10:00 am at the home of Gerry Reedell. New members are 
always welcome. 

• Ruth Circle   This group meets at 1:00 pm at the home of Betsy Cunius. New members are 
always welcome. 

Committee Talk 

We’re especially hoping to keep our Sunday School strong.  

Our next Christian Ed Committee meeting will take place on Saturday, November 3rd at 10 am in the 
Cobb Lounge.  

In His Service, 
Priscilla Schultheis 

Sunday School and Related News for November 2018 

Movie night was a great success! Over 
thirty people came out to join us it was a blast! 
Don’t miss out on the next one.  

The holidays are right around the 
corner, so we are going to be busy this month 
preparing for the Christmas play, caroling and 
the Birthday party for Jesus! Remember that 
the holidays are a time of giving so please try to 
share your gifts and talents with others this 
season!  

Thank you to Pastor Drew and his family 
for all their contributions to the youth of our 
church, what a blessing!!!     

 

Highlights and Up Coming Events 

 October 28. 2018 – Trunk or Treat 

 December 9, 2018 – Presentation/ 
              Birthday Party for Jesus 

 December 16, 2018 – Christmas Caroling  

If you plan on attending one of our events 
please be sure to sign up, it makes it much 
easier for planning with a headcount.  Our 
Youth Ministry needs kids, if you know a child 
that is not currently receiving the word, please 
encourage them to check out our program.  
Our Youth is the future of our church please 
help us grow! 

 In his Service, Tina 

 

Women’s Circles 

In our November Bible study, we will see that Sabbath rest has a prominent place 
in the story of the creation of the universe, as well as in the story of the Exodus of 
the Hebrews from slavery in Egypt. In today as in ancient times, God's Sabbath rest 
is the very place where we find hope and support for the future as well as our 
current situation. The Sabbath rest is the time to remember that God is God. 

The Ruth Circle will meet at 1:00 p.m., Friday, November 2nd at the home of Betsy 
Cunius. The Martha Circle will meet at the home of Gerry Reedell at 10:00 a.m. Thursday, November 
8th. 
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In December we will end our year-long study of the letter to the Hebrews. In this lesson we find we 
are surrounded by that great cloud of witnesses from the past and present who show us how to live in 
faith and who support us in that faithful living. We too are called to be a part of that great cloud of 
witnesses to be encouragers - to help, to love, and to pray for one another. 

The Ruth Circle will meet at the home of Betsy Cunius at 1:00 p.m. Friday. December 7th. The Martha 
Circle will meet at 10:00 a.m. Thursday, December 13th at the home of Gerry Reedell. All women of 
the church are encouraged to attend either circle. We will be happy to see you and will welcome you 
warmly. 

 

 

Mission Garden 

It is the end of the growing season and the 
garden has been harvested (except for a 
possible 2 beets). We delivered 248 pounds of 
produce to the Food Bank this summer! Many 
thanks to Maria for her invaluable help with 
watering.  

In thinking about next year (Stewardship 
month is coming up), I would like to ask 
everyone to consider the garden as a need - we 
could produce more if we had more help with 
garden prep in the spring, growing seedlings, 

planting, weeding and/or harvesting. God has 
blessed us with great productivity every year 
considering that I am not a great gardener 
(check out my home garden) and we are 
working with a 2-person operation. The help of 
Boy Scouts this year in reworking and prepping 
some of the beds was a big boost to our 
productivity. Please consider the garden when 
listing your talents this year. Great skill is not 
needed to make a contribution although great 
skill would be welcomed! 

 
 

News from the Deacons  
November 2018 

Deacons wish you a blessed holiday season! 

Deacons also wish to thank you (yes, you) from our hearts for your monetary donations as we are 
solely funded by you. Thank You! Our Deacons are: Russ Adkisson, Jaqueline Bhatti, Naida Burgess, 
Betsy Eberhard, Laurie McManus, Loretta Metz, Karen Muldoon, Alice Smith, and Debora Wong 

Communion may be received by anyone who has been baptized and believes in Jesus Christ as their 
Lord and Savior. We invite you to share the feast of Communion on November 4. Setting the 
communion table for November will be Russ Adkisson and Betsy Eberhard. Deacon of the month for 
November is Deb Wong. We celebrate the body of Christ with bread and the blood of Christ with 
grape juice. Some Deacons are now taking Communion to homebound members, if you would like a 
Deacon to bring Communion to you please let us know. 
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Thank you for your continued donations to the Food Bank of South Jersey. Please continue to bring in 
items during the fall months. The Food Bank also takes laundry detergent and disposable baby 
diapers. Thank you for your kindness as your donations are so important. 

Deacon’s next meeting will be Saturday October 27 at 10:30 am.  

Through Jesus all things are possible. Amen and Amen.  

In Christian service and love, 
Naida Burgess, Moderator  
Karen Muldoon, Vice Moderator 
 
 

A Note from Lisa Whitaker 
The Battle is REAL . . .  

“My purse, my purse . . .” - I heard Eileen’s panicked voice. As I swung around to 
see what the hullabaloo was about, I caught a glimpse of her black purse dangling 
from the hands of a young man in a white t-shirt riding on the back of a black 
motorcycle.  

We had just minutes earlier walked out of the girls home we were visiting. We had met with not just the 
assistant director, which was our plan. We met with the main director, the assistant director and the 
woman in charge of following up with the girls after they leave the home. We had sat for an hour and 
half, discussing what happens to the 80 girls that are living in this home - it is like an orphanage, although 
some of the girls are not orphans, they have just been rejected by their family for some reason or 
another. Eighty girls - from the ages of 5-18, living in a very institutional like building, yet cared for as 
best as this government-run facility can manage. The directors explained to us that according to their 
religious law, adoption is illegal. According to their government laws, the girls must be sent out of the 
home on their 18th birthday. Not a very welcomed birthday gift for sure. Hope for family and future is 
dim at best. We discussed what it takes to help these girls receive a continuing education. Through the 
generosity of some friends, I had taken close to $1,000 over to help with housing, food and necessities so 
a few of the girls can continue their studies and have a place to live. A friend of mine that lives there will 
manage the funds to see that the girls get what is needed.  

When the meeting finished, we invited two of the girls to come with us to the market to get a cup of tea 
and visit some more. I was taking a picture of the girls in front of some beautiful flowers, when I heard 
Eileen yell out in panic.  

We chased after the motorcycle on foot for a short distance. Realizing the futility of running after a 
motorized vehicle we stopped and let it all sink in - Eileen lost her passport, driver’s license, credit cards, 
cash and cell phone. We immediately went in search of a police officer and found one tucked away in a 
VERY sparse office in the middle of the market - picture here a desk and chair - nothing on the desk, just 
a desk! Thankfully we had a university student with us who spoke English. She had translated at our 
meeting with the directors and she stayed with us to help with the police. We were sent to a main police 
station where we spent the next 3 hours or so filling out a report. There are lots of little things to share 
with you about being in a foreign police station - the fact that very few of the policeman wore uniforms - 
the guy who took care of us came sauntering up in a NY Yankees t-shirt! They tried a few times to 
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separate us - wanting to take Eileen by herself to an office to try and identify the thief, but we squashed 
that idea. Besides, the very generic description we could give them was a teenage guy in a white shirt on 
a black motorcycle. That pretty much described 95% of the motor bikes in the city!   

All in all, the police were nice to us and kept apologizing that this happened and told us we were 
welcomed in their country! After an additional 3 1/2 hours in the police station the next morning - I 
walked away with the cell phone number of one of the detectives of the criminal division. He told us 
WHENEVER we are in his city, if we need anything to call!  Now, some might just do that as a courtesy - 
this guy has no idea that I will be back and just might take him up on that if I need to!  

The short conclusion to this story is that we were able to go to the US consulate and Eileen received a 
new emergency passport in one hour’s time! We headed back to where our next planned event was 
being held, a retreat for some of the foreign workers. It was a 5-hour drive, but we made it in plenty of 
time to rest up and greet the women coming the next day!  

Both the interaction with the directors from the girls home AND the women’s retreat went as well as we 
could have hoped. We are so grateful for those of you who knew about this and prayed. We were also 
reminded that we are in a battle - that loving these girls and helping to provide a bright future for them is 
NOT what the enemy of their souls wants. It was obvious from the beginning that this trip was a real act 
of pushing against darkness - so we did - “Jersey girl style” and only by God’s grace and protection.  

Thank you for continuing to stand with me as I go - both Eileen and I felt the Lord’s protection on us and 
knew we were being supported in prayer.  

In November, I will teach in a school in Louisville, KY. and then head to Switzerland for the final 
graduation of the Master’s program I have been staffing these last 3 years.  

Blessings to you all,  

Lisa  

 

 

 

 

Community Thanksgiving Service at St. Mark & All Saints Episcopal 

A community Thanksgiving service will be held at the Church of St. Mark & All 
Saints on Tuesday, November 20 at 7:00pm. Clergy from Absecon and 
Galloway will participate in the service. Pastor Drew will be speaking. 

Come and be a part of our community of churches as we give thanks together 
for God’s many gifts. 
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2019 Picture Directory 

Our schedules are filling up fast for our upcoming photography event. If you haven’t signed up yet, sign up 
today and select the date and time that works for you. Click here (or visit our website at abseconpresby.org 
any time) to access our online scheduling calendar or schedule by phone from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. in the 
evening.  

• Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday, call Louise Speitel at (609) 412-5157 

• Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday, call Ann Wallace at (201) 991-1340 

Photography sessions: 

• Friday, November 2 from 1 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

• Saturday, November 3 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

• Wednesday, November 14 from 1 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

• Thursday, November 15 from 1 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

• If none of these dates work for you or you are out of town during these photo days, contact Wendy from Lifetouch at 
phone: (716)796-3901 or email: wevenden@lifetouch.com and she can schedule you at a church to match 
your location and schedule. Be sure to mention our church name and location. 

Our volunteer telephone committee (Ann Wallace and Naida Burgess) is in the process of calling those 
who have not yet made an appointment to help you schedule your appointment. Sign up today to save 
some work for these great volunteers. PLUS, it IS really important for everyone to be included.  

Military Photos 

Family member currently in the military will be posted on the military pages. Please give me their portrait 
with their name, their relationship to you, their branch of service, and where stationed. I will return the 
portraits to you in your church Christmas mailbox. 

Business Cards 

You can advertise your business (or the business of a family member) to help cover the cost of including 
photos of shut-ins and those not photographed by Lifetouch - $40 for each business card submitted. Place 
in church offering plate in an envelope labeled Picture Directory Business Cards with your payment, your 
name and the business owners name and relationship to you. Make the check out to Absecon Presbyterian 
Church. 

Shut-Ins 

If you are physically unable to get out to the photography event call Naida Burgess, and she will either 
come to take your photo or you can provide a recent portrait to her. 

 

Directory Update   

This form is in your bulletin. Fill it out and place it in the offering plate or the church 
office. Be sure to include birthdays and anniversary of family members, home and cell 
numbers of family members as well as addresses. 

Yours in Christ, 

Louise Speitel 

https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/yxs61zkx/
mailto:wevenden@lifetouch.com
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Daylight savings time 

ends November 4! 

 

Lunch Bunch 
Romanelli’s Garden Café 
Wednesday, November 7 

Lunch Bunch will meet at Romanelli's Garden Café on Rt 9 in Galloway, Wednesday, 
November 7th at noon. Van will leave church at 11:30 for those who need a ride. 

Please see Frances (609-646-8461) regarding reservations for December luncheon at 
Smithville.     
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                                                    Serving in November

Lay Assistants 
04 Priscilla Schultheis 
11 Linda Gillis 
18 David Burgess 
25 Vic Werner 
 
Head Ushers 
04 Vic & Rita Abelson 
11 Elaine Risley & Jo-ann Weller 
18 Ann Wallace & Jo-ann Weller 
25 Mary Bew & Betty Lloyd 
 
Offering 
04 Joan Nale & Franklin Nale 
11 Jack & Dee Heil 
18 Betty Price & Edith Budd 
25 Tina Brown & Greg Hamaty 
 
Acolyte 
04 Franklin Nale 
11 Jacob Sabo 
18 Jack Little 
25 Jackson Harvey 
 
Deacon of the Month 
Debora Wong 
 
Nursery 
04 Darla Hand & Jackson Harvey 
11 Claire Mangione & Laly Ramirez 
18 Karen & Libby Little 
25 Jackie & Maryiam Bhatti 
 
 
 

Van Drivers 
04 John Channell 
11 Barbara Hughes 
18 Tina Brown 
25 Vic Abelson 
 
Breakfast Club Kitchen Crew 
04 Set-up: Priscilla Schultheis 
     Cook: Melvin Washington 
     Clean-up: Deb Wong & 
                       Betsy Eberhard 
11 Set-up: Kris Jenoriki  
     Cook: John Channell 
     Clean-up: Vic & Rita Abelson 
18 Set-up: Donna Hughes 
     Cook: Dirk Williamson 
     Clean-up: Jim McManus & 
                       Rob Perry 
25 Set-up: Edith Budd 
     Cook: Leo Ransone 
     Clean-up:  
 
Counters 
04 Leo Ransone &  
     Nancy Conover 
11 Gerald Hoenes &  
      Betsy Torjussen 
18 Dave & Judy Stebbins 
25 Lee Wolff & Kirk Conover 
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