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A Note from the Pastor 

Dearest Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
What a joy it has been this Lenten season to see so many of you wearing your bracelets proudly 
and coming out to hear our series of messages centering on being chosen and forgiven in Christ, 

loved by God and inspired to love, called to welcome and embrace. 
 
I hope that you have enjoyed this reaffirmation of what it is to be in the Christian journey as followers of “the 
way” as the early Christians called our faith. 
 
In the season after Lent, leading up to Pentecost, we will explore the conclusion that those first Christians 
made upon seeing Jesus crucified and then raised from the dead. I will be adapting messages to show us how 
we can in today’s hostile world, affirm Jesus as Lord because this was the claim He made boldly, and the claim 
his followers made immediately after His death.  
 
We will look at the meaning of things Jesus said, like “Son of Man,” “Kingdom of God,” and other allusions to 
Jewish prophecy and belief. Over many years in church, we tend to hear the same things over and over again, 
but rarely take the time to refresh our understandings and be excited all over again about Jesus. That is the 
goal of this series – to see again with new eyes the foundations of our faith. 
 
I hope you will enjoy this series also, and consider inviting someone you know, maybe someone who has 
questions about Jesus, or someone else who you know that has not been to church in a long time and might 
be refreshed by a new encounter with the gospel. Remember that our calling is to welcome and embrace 
others to join us on the way. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Drew 

 

The current schedule for special Holy Week services is as follows. Full details to come. 

Ecumenical Maundy Thursday Communion at Absecon Methodist Church April 18 @ 7p - Pastor Drew will be 

preaching. 

Good Friday Prayer Service in our sanctuary April 19 from 12-3p - Come when you can, leave when you must. 

Easter Sunrise Service in Heritage Park at 6:30a - Speaker to be determined 
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News from Christian Education 
By Priscilla Schultheis 

 
Hurray! Spring is here and our attention 
is fixed on the season of Lent and 
Easter. Many activities are planned 
around these, and they are fast 
approaching. 

Rock Solid is in the thick of rehearsals for the 
Easter drama which will take place on Sunday, April 
7th with an 8:30 am arrival. Dress rehearsal takes 
place the day before from 10 am to 12 noon. After 
the play on April 7th, the teens will help hide Easter 
eggs in small groups with an adult volunteer. 
Everyone will enjoy a fabulous luncheon followed 
by the official Easter egg hunt.  

I would like to take Rock Solid Youth group to see 
Jesus Christ Superstar at Absegami in April along 
with a number of willing adult volunteers. If 
interested, let me know. We will also contact the 
Community Food Bank and arrange a Saturday 
when we can go there to sort food. Anyone 
interested in joining us is welcome to do so. 

Attendance is holding strong with numbers around 
20 teens each week. The adult volunteers are 
awesome and contribute to this special program. 

King of Kings has enjoyed two visits from JoAnn 
Sabo who leads us in meaningful Christian songs 
and dance. We look forward to her 3rd visit in May. 
Naida Burgess is leading the mission class in spring 
flower planting. Many of these flowers will be gifts, 
and some may fill the flower beds of our church. 
Kendal Cobb and her son Aiden returned to us after 
a month off. Kendal, who leads our floor games 
activities, had a baby girl last month. Everyone in 
the family is doing well. King of Kings has begun 
rehearsals for the Easter drama and the air is filled 
with excitement!! This group really looks forward 
to that Easter egg hunt!!!  

Attendance is strong with numbers in the 30’s. Last 
week we had 39 kids plus teen helpers plus adult 
volunteers. We are truly a village on Tuesday 
nights. I thank all the adults and teens for their 
terrific leadership and dedication. 

Sunday School continues to do well. Several young 
people from our Sunday School have joined the 
Chancel Choir. The day goes fast between 
breakfast, choir rehearsal, worship, Sunday school, 
and lunch. Leo does an awesome job preparing 
soup and sandwiches for everyone each week.  

Linda Gillis continues to lead an adult Bible study 
during this Sunday School time with Rita Abelson 
stepping in to assist. All those who attend appear 
to enjoy the lively discussions that follow the 
reading. Individuals reflect on the scripture and 
share knowledge and faith experiences. 

Our seven confirmands continue to meet every 
other Monday from 7:30-9:00 pm with Pastor Drew 
to prepare for their confirmation this spring. 

Special Events  

Thank you to all who came out to bowl or to 
otherwise support the Pennies 4 Pins bowling 
event that JoAnn Sabo coordinated. A good time 
was had by all. JoAnn has placed the order for 
supplies, and soon we will be putting together the 
disaster relief hygiene kits. 

Camp Night, coordinated by Tina Harvey and me, 
which took place on March 9th from 5:30-7:30 pm, 
went very well. We had about 90 people in 
attendance. Rock Solid Youth Group members 
along with adult volunteers took on leadership for 
our 5 areas of fun. We spent an evening doing 
activities from a typical day of camp, and we are 
now looking forward to our week of camp this 
summer! Bring on the counselors! Bring on the 
camp songs! Bring on the field trips and bring on 
that water slide! 

Summer Camp at our church is scheduled for the 
week of July 29-August 2nd.  Camp Johnsonsburg 
will send 5 staff members to stay with us for the 
week. This summer’s theme is Peace Works and 
we will be learning how often the Bible calls us to 
be peacemakers. We will have 64 campers divided 
into 4 groups with 16 campers in each group. 
Group names will be: Harmony, Tranquility, 
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Serenity, and Unity. (Sounds pretty peaceful, 
doesn’t it?)  Our symbol is the dove. 

Adult Bible Study Leo Ransone has begun a new 
study on Wednesday evenings from 7-8 pm. He is 
pleased by this direction. Come join the group for 
some adult fellowship and faith building. 

The training sessions for adult and teen Bible study 
leaders continue to go well. This group meets every 
other Monday from 7:30- 9:00 pm in the Cobb 
Lounge. We can look forward to new leadership 
and more opportunities to join a Bible study soon. 
How wonderful to take a closer look at scripture 
and grow in the word! 

The Women’s Circles are still going strong thanks 
to the leadership of Gerry Reedell. Talk to Gerry to 
get more details. Both groups are happy to have 
new people join. All women are welcome to be 
part of a circle. The Ruth Circle meets on the first 
Friday of the month at 1 pm at the home of Betsy 
Cunius. The Martha Circle meets on the second 
Thursday at 10 am at the home of Gerry Reedell.  

New Ideas We still love to hear them. 

Our next Christian Ed Committee meeting will take 
place on Saturday April 13th at 11 am in the Cobb 
Lounge. 

 
In His Service, Priscilla Schultheis, chair 

Sunday School and Related News for April 2019 
 
Pennies for Pins was lots of fun! A total of 57 bowlers came out and supported a great cause. Much money 
was raised for the disaster relief fund and we are looking forward to next year! Thank you to the amazing 
Joann Sabo who always shares her talents with us! 

Don’t miss the annual Easter Presentation, this year featuring “The Rock”. The Egg Hunt and luncheon will 
immediately follow. Please bring a dish to share, and don’t forget to sign up so we know what your 
contribution will be. 

The Sunday school will be holding monthly events and classes every Sunday from 11:15 am to noon followed 
by a lunch to feed our belly’s and our spirits. Please come and join us.   

 April 7, 2019 – Easter Play and Egg Hunt 

 June 2, 2019 – Youth Recognition 

 June 9, 2019 – Confirmation Sunday 

 June 16, 2019 – Graduate Sunday 

If you plan on attending one of our events please be sure to sign up, it makes it much easier for planning with 
a headcount.  Our Youth Ministry needs kids, if you know a child that is not currently receiving the word, 
please encourage them to check out our program.  Our Youth is the future of our church please help us grow! 

 In His Service, Tina 

“Hosanna! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

Mark 11:9 
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Women’s Circles 

The theme for the women's Bible study this year is: God's Promise, I am with you. We are 
seeing that God has to keep repeating the words "be strong, be brave, be courageous, 
because I am with you" to generation after generation of leaders of the ancient Hebrew 
people. This month we will see that God gives courage to Joshua as he is about to lead the 
people into the Promised Land. Then years later, God encourages Haggai, who is faced with 

the task of rebuilding the destroyed Temple in Jerusalem. 
 
The Ruth Circle will meet at the home of Betsy Cunius at 1:00 p.m. Friday, April 5th. The Martha Circle will 
meet at 10:00 a.m. Thursday, April 11th at the home of Gerry Reedell. We are happy to welcome several 
women who have recently joined us for fellowship and Bible study. All women of the church are encouraged 
to attend either circle. 
 
 

News from the Deacons 
April 2019 

 
Finally, spring is here and what an exciting time this is!! Let us continue to reflect on how 
great God is and how God loves us so much. Romans 15:13 speaks of hope during this Lenten 

season. “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

  
The deacons truly wish to thank you from our hearts for your monetary donations. We have been able to 
assist many of our church families in need due to your generosity. Thank You! Our board is made up of nine 
members and include: Vic Abelson, Jaqueline Bhatti, Naida Burgess, Betsy Eberhard, Barbara Hughes, Loretta 
Metz, Karen Muldoon, Alice Smith, and Debora Wong. 
  
Communion may be received by anyone who has been baptized and believes in Jesus Christ as their Lord and 
Savior. We invite you to share the feast of Communion on Palm Sunday April 14. Setting the communion table 
for April will be Barbara Hughes and Naida Burgess.  Deacon of the month for April is Alice Smith. We 
celebrate the body of Christ with bread and the blood of Christ with grape juice. Some Deacons are now taking 
Communion to homebound members, if you would like a Deacon to bring Communion to you please let us 
know. 
  
Thank you for your continued donations to the Food Bank of South Jersey.  Please continue to bring in items 
(no glass jars please) during the spring months. The Food Bank is always grateful for our donations and they 
also take laundry detergent and disposable baby diapers. 
  
Deacon’s next meeting is April 6 at 11 am in Madden Hall. We will be putting together Easter goodie bags. 
  
Through Jesus all things are possible. Amen and Amen. 
  
In Christian service and love, 
Naida Burgess, Moderator 
Karen Muldoon, Vice Moderator 
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A Note from Lisa Whitaker 
April 2019 

What’s Your Worldview ?  
 
Worldview, the collection of beliefs we hold about the world, the big picture that 
influences our daily activities. That is what I have been teaching this last month in both 

Ukraine and in Kentucky. In both classes, the students were struck by the fact that God values work. That 
might sound surprising, but the fact that God does not hold one occupation as of higher value than others is 
not something these students had considered. They had the idea that being a pastor, a missionary or a 
worship leader is somehow a little higher in God’s eyes than being a nurse, teacher, cashier, construction 
worker or lawyer. Here is a little exercise I do with my students to help them see the value of what we do - the 
value of different occupations.  
 
Read the following scriptures and match the occupation described here with the reference and make note of 
WHO is doing the occupation . . . 
 
Gen. 2:8 , Gen. 3: 21 , Deut. 9:10 , Deut. 34: 5,6 , John 21: 12 , Mark 6:1-3 , Matt. 5:1,2 
Luke 22:49- 51, Heb. 11:10 
 
Occupations: Architect, Author/Writer, Builder, Carpenter, Cook, Doctor/EMT, Gravedigger/Undertaker, 
Seamstress/Tailor, Teacher  
 
Spoiler - stop reading and look up scriptures before continuing !   
 
It’s amazing to read how God, Himself participated in these jobs - nothing was “below” him.  

One of my favorites is that He buried Moses (Deut. 34:5,6) - WOW  

I love that Jesus cooked breakfast on the beach - John 21:12  

One time when I was teaching in Nepal, we went out to the garden and talked about God getting his 
hands dirty and actually planting the garden! (Gen. 2:8)  

I usually joke with the students about wearing an outfit designed and sewed by God. We may want to 
wear something by Vera Wang or Tommy Hilfiger - but Adam and Eve had clothes designed by 
Almighty God!  How cool is that ?  

 
All of this to say - it is such a joy and privilege to teach these truths and help the students see that whatever 
talent and gift God has given them - they can do it ALL for His glory. God does not rank jobs - His desire is for 
each and every one of us to use our skills and abilities to build His kingdom here on earth as it is in heaven !  
 
I love to teach and I am grateful that I get to do that in all of these different settings with people from so many 
walks of life, nationalities and ages. Thank you for continuing to support me as I go.  
 
I pray each of you feel the pleasure of God as you work and give of your skills and abilities - doing all for His 
glory.  
 
Until next time,  
Lisa  
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                                            Fellowship Report 

Our next concert event will be on Palm Sunday, April 14, at 6:30pm. Be sure to see Joanie’s full 
page advertisement, included in this newsletter, for complete information. Refreshments will 
be provided by church members and friends. Volunteers are also needed to assist the night of 

the concert. If you are willing to help in either area, please sign up in the vestibule. Thanks! 

Save the Date! – June 7th will be our annual Strawberry Festival! Watch for more information. 
 

Lunch Bunch to the Katina’s Kosmos Restaurant & Pub 

Lunch Bunch will meet on Wednesday, April 3 at noon at Katina’s Kosmos Restaurant & Pub, 325 E Jimmie 
Leeds Rd, Galloway (in Risley Square). The van will leave the church parking lot at 11:30 for those who need a 
ride. Call Joy Duke at 609/569-5694 for more information or to schedule a home pickup! 

 

To My Church Family 
 
Many thanks to all who sent sympathy cards and get well cards and wishes. Also, a special thank you to the 
Deacons for the fruit basket. These were all greatly appreciated! 
 
Sincerely, 
Ruth Champion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lisa Whitaker with students from the Youth With A Mission Discipleship Training School in Ukraine 
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                                                    Serving in April

Lay Assistants 
07 Naida Burgess 
14 David Burgess 
21 To Be Announced 
28 Tina Harvey 

Head Ushers 
07 Vic & Rita Abelson 
14 Elaine Risley & Jo-ann Weller 
21 Betty Lloyd & Mary Bew 
28 David & Naida Burgess 

Offering 
07 Joan Nale & Franklin Nale 
14 Jack & Dee Heil 
21 David & Naida Burgess 
28 Ann Wallace &  
     Greg Hamaty 

Acolyte 
07 Franklin Nale 
14 Laly Ramirez 
21 Jack Little 
28 Jackson Harvey 

Deacon of the Month 
Alice Smith 

Nursery 
07 Darla Hand &  
      Jackson Harvey 
14 Claire Mangione &  
      Laly Ramirez 
21 Karen & Libby Little 
28 Jackie & Maryiam Bhatti 

 

 

 

Van Drivers 
07 John Channell 
14 Barbara Hughes 
21 Tina Brown 
28 Vic Abelson 

Refreshments 
07 Joanie Hoenes 
14 Vic & Rita Abelson 
21 Joy Duke 
28 Debora Wong 

Breakfast Club Kitchen Crew 
07 Set-up: Priscilla Schultheis 
     Cook: Melvin Washington 
     Clean-up: Deb Wong & 
                       Betsy Eberhard 
14 Set-up: Kris Jenoriki  
     Cook: John Channell 
     Clean-up: Vic & Rita Abelson 
21 Set-up: Joy Duke 
     Cook: Dirk Williamson 
     Clean-up: Joy Duke 
28 Set-up: Gay Channell 
     Cook: Leo Ransone 
     Clean-up: Jim Beatty 

Counters 
07 Nancy & Kirk Conover 
14 Barbara & Dan Hughes 
21 Barbara & Bob Hudak 
28 Leo Ransone & Lee Wolff 
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